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Introduction  

The Southern Nevada Regional Planning Coalition (SNRPC) is pleased to present this list of plants that 
can be adapted to our desert environment in the Las Vegas area for use in new developments and in 
ǊŜǘǊƻŦƛǘǎ ǘƻ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {bwt/Ωǎ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ¦Ǌōŀƴ 
Forestry Working Group in conjunction with local experts including arborists, horticulturists, and 
urban foresters.  Much of the work that went into the creation of this list was built on the 
ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ bŜǾŀŘŀ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ CƻǊŜǎǘǊȅΩǎ нллт Cleaner Air, 
Tree by Tree and the 2005 Centennial edition of Trees for Tomorrow, a project of the High Desert 
Resource Conservation & Development Council.  Both projects were made possible by grants from 
the Nevada Division of Forestry and the United States Forest Service. 

The intent of this list is to provide a single, region-wide reference for landscape designers, architects 
and developers to select appropriate plants when designing their projects in the Las Vegas area.  In 
addition, it is a tool for those who review those projectsτsuch as city plannersτto determine if 
those plants meet applicable codes and ordinances.  In shortτright plant, right place. 

This list is not intended to be a list of the only plants allowed in the region, nor is it intended to be an 
exhaustive, comprehensive list of all desert-appropriate plants.  In addition, it is not intended to 
restrict what plants residents choose to plant in their yards.  Rather, we hope that this list will help 
residents and developers make informed decisions about which plants to choose. 
 
How to Use the List  

The list is divided between trees and other plants, including shrubs, groundcovers, vines, succulents 
and perennials.  It is sorted alphabetically by botanical name and includes the common names of the 
plants.  There are several columns of attributes that can be used to determine which plants are 
appropriate to use in specific situations. 

For example, an out-of-state landscape architect is looking to select a Mojave native shrub that can 
act as a screen or hedge, but is thornless and is highly drought tolerant.  A quick look down the 
attributes reveal a couple of recommendations in Asclepias subulata άŘŜǎŜǊǘ ƳƛƭƪǿŜŜŘέ ŀƴŘ 
Foresteria pubescens (neomexicana) άŘŜǎŜǊǘ ƻƭƛǾŜΣέ ŀΦƪΦŀΦ άbŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ ǇǊƛǾŜǘΦέ 

In another example, a city planner is reviewing a development application that shows an Arbutus 
unedo άǎǘǊŀǿōŜǊǊȅ ǘǊŜŜέ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǘǊŜŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘΦ  ! ǉǳƛŎƪ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜ ƭƛǎǘ 
reveals that this small tree is not appropriate as a parking lot tree, and the planner is able to 
recommend several other species that will serve that purpose. 
 
Process for Review and Amendment  

The SNRPC Plant List is intended to be a living document and will therefore be open to periodic 
review and amendment.  To that end, the SNRPC Planning Directors shall review the list on an annual 
basis with input from local plant experts as needed.  Any requests to add or delete plants from the 
list must be submitted to the SNRPC secretary in writing.  The request shall include the following 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳΥ  ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘŀƴƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
common name(s) of the plant(s) to be considered, reasons for the plant(s) to be considered, and any 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ  CƻǊ ƴŜǿ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΩ 
ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΩ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜǎΦ  
Supporting documentation must be verified by a certified arborist or horticulturist. 
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"Bulletproof" :  Tolerant of heat, cold and 

wind; water efficient; low-maintenance; non-

invasive; pest and disease resistant.

Comments:
1. Organic mulch recommended.

2. Many cultivars.

3. Some species may form dense thickets. 

4. Not cold hardy below 28°F.

5. Invasive species.

Growth Rate:  Slow, Moderate, Fast 6. Mojave native.

Water Use:  Low, Medium, High   7. Toxic (parts specified).

Litter:  Leaves, Flowers, Seeds/Cones/Fruit 8. May be trained as a small tree.

Biogenic Volatile Organic Compounds 

(BVOC's) : Low, Medium, High, or data not 

available ----

9. Needs a protected site (north facing 

site or afternoon shade).

Botanical Name Common Name
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Acacia aneura Mulga Acacia Å S 20 15 133 E S,M L L N M Y Y N Y N Y

Acacia constricta White Thorn Acacia Å S 10 15 133 D S L S Y M N Y N Y N Y

Acacia farnesiana (=A. smallii) Sweet Acacia Å S 20 20 236 E S,M L L,S Y M N Y Y Y N Y

Acacia greggii Cat's Claw Acacia Å S 15 20 236 D S,M L S Y L N N N N N Y 6

Acacia pendula Weeping Acacia M 25 20 236 E M,F L F,S N M Y N N Y N N

Acacia salicina Willow Acacia M 30 15 133 E F L L,F,S N ---- Y N Y N N N

Acacia schaffneri Twisted Acacia Å S 20 25 368 D S L L,F Y M N N N Y N Y

Acacia stenophylla Shoestring Acacia Å M 40 20 236 E M,F L L,F,S N L Y Y Y Y N N

Arbutus unedo Strawberry Tree S 15 10 59 E S,M L,M S N L N N N Y N Y 9

Bismarck ia nobilis Bismarck Palm M 50 20 236 E S M F,S Y ---- Y Y N N N N

Brachychiton populneus Bottle Tree M 30 20 236 E M,F L,M L.S N ---- Y Y N N Y N 4

Brahea armata Mexican Blue Palm M 30 15 133 E S L,M F.S Y M Y Y N N N N

Butia capitata Pindo Palm S 20 15 133 E S M,H F,S Y M Y Y N Y N Y

Cedrus atlantica 'glauca' Blue Atlas Cedar L 40 20 236 E M L,M L N L N N Y N Y N

Cedrus deodora Deodar Cedar L 80 30 530 E F L,M L N L N N Y N Y N

Celtis occidentalis Common Hackberry L 45 30 530 D F M L,S N ---- N N N N N N

Celtis reticulata Netleaf Hackberry Å S 15 15 133 D S L,M S N L N N N Y N Y 6

Ceratonia siliqua Carob Tree M 35 20 236 E M L,M S N M N Y N N Y N 4

Cercis canadensis Eastern Redbud S 20 15 133 D M M L,S N L Y N N Y Y Y

Cercis occidentalis Western Redbud S 13 15 133 D S,M L,M L,F,S N L Y N N Y Y Y 6

Chamaerops humilis Mediterranean Fan Palm S 15 15 133 E S M F,S Y M Y Y N Y N Y

Chilopsis linearis + hybrids Desert Willow Å M 25 20 236 D M M F,S N M Y Y Y N N N 6

x Chitalpa tashkentensis Chitalpa S 20 20 236 D M L,M L,F N M Y Y Y Y Y Y

Cordia boissieri Texas Olive Å M 20 15 133 S S,M M L,F,S N ---- Y N N Y Y N

Cotinus coggygria Smoke Tree S 15 15 133 D S L,M L N M N N N Y Y Y

Cupressus glabra Arizona Cypress L 50 15 133 E M L,M L N L Y Y N N Y N

Cupressus sempervirens Italian Cypress L 40 5 15 E M L,M L N L Y Y N N Y N

Ebenopsis ebano (=Pithecellobium) Texas Ebony Å M 25 20 236 S S,M L L,S Y ---- N N N Y N N

Elaeocarpus decipiens Japanese Blueberry L 40 25 368 E M M S N ---- Y N N N N N

Eriobotrya japonica Loquat S 15 15 133 D M L,M L,F,S N L N N N Y Y Y 9

Eucalyptus microtheca Coolibah Tree Å M 40 25 368 E M L,M S N H Y Y Y N N N 4

Eucalyptus polyanthemos Silver Dollar Gum L 40 30 530 E F L,M S,F,L N H N Y Y N N N 4

Eucalyptus sp. Eucalyptus/Gum Tree M 30 30 530 E M L,M S,F,L N H Y Y Y N N N 4

Eysenhardtia orthocarpa Kidneywood Å S 18 25 368 S M L L,F N ---- Y N N Y N Y

Fraxinus greggii Littleleaf Ash Å S 18 15 133 S S M L,F N L Y N N Y N Y

Fraxinus oxycarpa  'Raywood' Raywood Ash Å M 30 20 236 D M,F M,H F N L Y Y Y N Y N

Fraxinus velutina Arizona Ash Å L 40 30 530 D S,M M L,S N L Y Y Y N Y N 6

F. v. glabra Modesto Ash Å L 40 25 368 D M,F M,H L N L Y Y Y N Y N

F. v. 'Rio Grande,'  'Fan-Tex' Fan-Tex/Rio Grande Ash Å L 40 30 530 D M,F M,H L N L Y Y Y N Y N

Geijera parviflora Australian Willow M 25 20 236 E M M L,F,S N M Y Y Y N N N 4

Gleditsia triacanthos cultivars Honey Locust Å M 35 30 530 D M M L,S N M Y Y Y N Y N

Koelreuteria bipinnata Chinese Flame Tree M 30 30 530 D S,M M L,F,S N H Y Y Y N Y N

Koelreuteria paniculata Goldenrain Tree Å M 30 30 530 D M M L,F,S N H Y Y N N Y N

Lagerstroemia indica Crape Myrtle S 12 12 85 D S M L,F N L N N N Y Y Y 9

Laurus nobilis Bay Laurel Å S 12 12 85 E M,F M L N L Y N N Y Y Y

Leucaena retusa Golden Ball Lead Tree S 20 20 236 D M L,M L,F,S N M Y N N Y N Y

Olea europaea 'Swan Hill,' 'Wilson' Swan Hill or Wilson Olive Å M 25 20 236 E S L,M L N L Y Y Y N Y N

Park insonia aculeata Mexican Palo Verde S 20 20 236 D F L,M L,F,S Y M N Y Y Y N Y

Park insonia florida Blue Palo Verde Å M 30 30 530 D M L,M L,F,S N M Y Y Y Y N N

Park insonia microphylla Foothills Palo Verde Å S 20 20 236 D S,M L L,F Y M N Y Y Y N Y

Park insonia x 'Desert Museum' Desert Museum Palo Verde Å M 25 25 368 S F L,M F N M Y Y N N N N

Park insonia x 'Sonoran Emerald' Sonoran Emerald Palo Verde Å M 25 25 368 S F L,M F N M Y Y N N N N

Phoenix canariensis Canary Island Date Palm L 40 30 530 E S M F,S Y M N Y N N N N

Phoenix dactylifera Date Palm L 60 20 236 E S L,M F,S Y M Y Y N N N N

Pinus eldarica Mondell/Afghan Pine Å L 40 30 530 E M,F L,M L,S N M Y Y Y N Y N

Pinus halepensis Aleppo Pine Å L 45 25 368 E M,F L,M L,S N M Y Y Y N Y N

Pinus pinea Stone Pine Å L 60 40 942 E S,M M L,S N M Y Y Y N Y N

Pinus roxburghii Chir Pine M 35 20 236 E S,M M L,S N M N Y N N Y N

Pistachia chinensis Chinese Pistache Å L 35 30 530 D M M L,F,S N M Y Y N N Y N

Pistachia x 'Red Push' Red Push Pistache L 30 30 530 D M M L N M Y Y N N Y N

Pistachia lentiscus Mastic Tree S 17 20 236 E S L L N ---- Y Y Y Y Y Y 4

Pittoposrum angustifolium (=P. 

phylliraeoides)
Willow Pittosporum S 20 12 85 E M L L,F N ---- Y N N Y Y Y 4

Platanus acerifolia London Plane Tree, Sycamore L 75 40 942 D M,F M,H L,S N H N Y N N Y N

Platanus mexicanum Mexican Sycamore L 60 40 942 D F M L,F,S N ---- N Y Y N Y N

Platanus wrightii Arizona Sycamore L 80 40 942 D F M L N ---- N Y Y N Y N
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Tree Size:  Small (< 25 ft), Medium (25-40 ft), 

Large (>40 ft)

Tree Type:   Deciduous, Evergreen, 

Semievergreen 
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"Bulletproof" :  Tolerant of heat, cold and 

wind; water efficient; low-maintenance; non-

invasive; pest and disease resistant.

Comments:
1. Organic mulch recommended.

2. Many cultivars.

3. Some species may form dense thickets. 

4. Not cold hardy below 28°F.

5. Invasive species.

Growth Rate:  Slow, Moderate, Fast 6. Mojave native.

Water Use:  Low, Medium, High   7. Toxic (parts specified).

Litter:  Leaves, Flowers, Seeds/Cones/Fruit 8. May be trained as a small tree.

Biogenic Volatile Organic Compounds 

(BVOC's) : Low, Medium, High, or data not 

available ----

9. Needs a protected site (north facing 

site or afternoon shade).

Botanical Name Common Name
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Tree Size:  Small (< 25 ft), Medium (25-40 ft), 

Large (>40 ft)

Tree Type:   Deciduous, Evergreen, 

Semievergreen 
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Podocarpus macrophyllus Yew Pine M 25 10 59 E S,M L,M L N L N N Y Y Y N 9

Prosopis alba Argentine Mesquite M 30 30 530 S F L,M S Y ---- N Y Y N N N

P. a.  'Colorado' Colorado Mesquite M 30 30 530 S F L,M S Y ---- N Y Y N N N

P. a. 'Cooperi' Thornless Argentine Mesquite M 30 30 530 S F L,M S N ---- N Y Y N N N

Prosopis chilensis Chilean Mesquite Å M 30 30 530 S F L,M L Y ---- Y Y Y N N N

P. c. 'Thornless' or 'Arizona' Thornless Chilean Mesquite Å M 30 30 530 S F L,M L N ---- Y Y Y N N N

Prosopis glandulosa glandulosa Texas Honey Mesquite M 30 35 722 D F L L,S Y M Y Y Y N N N

P. g. 'Maverick' Thornless Honey Mesquite M 30 30 530 D F L L,S,F N M Y Y Y N N N

Prosopis glandulosa torreyana Western Honey Mesquite Å S 20 20 236 D F L L Y M N Y N Y N Y 6

Prosopis pubescens Screwbean Mesquite Å S 20 25 368 D S L L,S Y M N Y Y Y N Y 6

Prosopis velutina (= juliflora) Native/Velvet Mesquite Å M 30 30 530 D M L L,S Y L N Y Y N N N

Prosopis x 'Phoenix' Thornless Hybrid Mesquite M 30 30 530 D F L L N ---- Y Y Y N N N

Prosopis x  'Rio Salado' Thornless Hybrid Mesquite M 30 30 530 D F L L N ---- Y Y Y N N N

Pyrus calleryana Ornamental Pear M 30 20 236 D M,F M L,F,S N L N Y Y Y Y N 9

P. c.  'Bradford' Bradford Pear M 25 20 236 D M,F M L,F,S N L N Y Y Y Y N 9

Quercus buck leyi Texas Red Oak M 30 30 530 D S,M L,M L,F,S N H N Y Y N Y N

Q. b. 'Red Rock' Red Rock Oak M 30 30 530 D S,M L,M L,F,S N H N Y Y N Y N

Quercus fusiformis Escarpment Oak Å L 30 30 530 E M,F L,M L,F,S N H N Y Y N Y N

Quercus ilex Holly Oak Å L 30 20 236 E S,M M L,F,S N H N Y Y N Y N

Quercus lobata Valley Oak Å L 40 40 942 D M M,H L,F,S N M N Y Y N Y N

Quercus macrocarpa Bur Oak L 70 40 942 D S L,M L,F,S N ---- N Y Y N Y N

Quercus muhlenbergia Chinquapin Oak Å M 30 30 530 D S,M L,M L,F,S N ---- N Y Y N Y N

Quercus shumardii Shumard Oak L 50 30 530 D F M L,S N ---- N Y Y N Y N

Quercus suber Cork Oak Å L 40 30 530 S S,M L,M L,F,S N H N Y N N Y N

Quercus virginiana Southern Live Oak Å M 30 20 236 S S,M L,M L,F,S N H N Y N N Y N

Q. v. 'Cathedral' Cathedral Live Oak L 40 40 942 S S,M M,H L,S N H N Y Y N Y N

Q. v.  'Heritage' Heritage Live Oak M 25 25 368 E S,M M,H L,S N H N Y Y N Y N

Q. v. 'High Rise' High Rise Live Oak M 35 20 236 S S,M M,H L,S N H N Y Y N Y N

Rhus lancea African Sumac M 20 20 236 E M,F L,M L,S N L Y Y N N Y N 4

Rhus lanceolata Prairie/Flameleaf Sumac S 15 20 236 D M L,M L N L N N N Y N Y 4

Robinia pseudoacacia Black Locust L 40 30 530 D M,F M L Y H N Y Y N Y N

Robinia x ambigua Idaho Locust L 40 30 530 D M,F M L,F N ---- N Y Y N Y N

R. x a. 'Purple Robe' Purple Robe Locust L 40 30 530 D M,F M L,F N ---- N Y Y N Y N

Sambucus nigra ssp. cerulea Blue Elderberry Å S 15 25 368 S M M,H L,F N L Y N N Y Y N

Schinus molle California Pepper Tree M 30 30 530 E M,F L L,S N M N Y Y N Y N 9

Sophora japonica Japanese Pagoda Tree Å M 30 30 530 D M M L N M N Y N N N N

Sophora secundiflora Texas Mountain Laurel Å S 15 12 85 E S,M L,M L,F,S N ---- N N N Y N Y

S.s.  v. 'Silver Peso,' 'Sierra Silver' Silver Mountain Laurel S 15 12 85 E S,M L,M L,F,S N ---- N N N Y N Y

Trachycarpus fortunei Windmill Palm S 20 10 59 E S M F,S N ---- N Y N Y N Y 9

Ulmus parvifolia Lacebark Elm Å L 40 40 942 S M M L,S N L Y Y Y N Y N

Ungnadia speciosa Mexican Buckeye S 10 12 85 D S L, M L N ---- N N N Y N Y 7 (seeds)

Vitex agnus-castus Chaste Tree Å S 25 25 368 D S M L,S N ---- N Y N Y Y Y

Washingtonia filifera California Fan Palm L 50 15 133 E S,M L F,S Y M N Y N Y N N

Washingtonia robusta Mexican Fan Palm L 75 15 133 E M,F M F,S Y M Y Y N Y N N

Xylosma congestum Xylosma Å S 15 12 85 E S,M L L N M Y N Y Y Y Y

Zelkova serrata Japanese/Sawleaf Zelkova Å L 40 30 530 D S,M M,H L,S N L Y Y N N Y N

Ziziphus jujuba Chinese Date/Jujube Å S 25 20 236 D S M S Y H N N N Y N Y

Albizia julibrissin Mimosa/Silk Tree S 25 30 530 D M,F L,M L,F,S N M N Y N Y Y Y 9

Cinnamomum camphora Camphor Tree L 40 30 530 E S,M L L N L N Y N N Y N 4

Citrus  sp. Citrus Tree S 15 15 133 E M M,H S N ---- N N N Y N Y 4, 9

Ficus carica Fig Tree M 20 20 236 D M M,H L,S N ---- N N N N Y N

Ligustrum japonicum Waxleaf/Japanese Privet S 12 15 133 E M M L,S N ---- N Y Y N Y Y 9

Ligustrum lucidum Glossy Privet M 30 20 236 E M M F,S N L N Y Y N Y N 9

Lysiloma watsonii Fern of the Desert S 20 15 133 S,D S,M L L,F,S N ---- N N N N N Y 4

Magnolia grandiflora 'Little Gem' Southern/Little Gem Magnolia M 25 12 85 E F M F,S N M N N N N Y N 9

Malus  sp. Apple Tree M 20 20 236 D M M L,F,S N ---- N N N N Y N

Paulownia tomentosa Sapphire Dragon Tree S 15 15 133 D F M,H L,F,S N ---- N N N N Y Y 4, 9

Pinus thunbergiana Japanese Black Pine S 10 15 133 E S,M M L,S N ---- N N N Y Y Y 9

Prunus sp. (dwarf) Dwarf Fruit Trees S 8 10 59 D M M,H L,F,S N ---- N N N N Y Y

Prunus caroliniana Carolina Laurel Cherry M 25 20 236 E M L F,S N L N N N Y Y N 9

Prunus cerasifera Purple Leaf Plum S 15 15 133 D M M L,F,S N ---- N N N Y Y Y 9

Prunus dulcis Almond Tree M 20 20 236 D M,F M,H L,F,S N ---- N N N N Y N

Prunus mume Japanese Flowering Apricot S 15 15 133 D S,M M,H L,F N ---- N N N Y Y Y 9

Punica sp. Pomegranate Å S 20 15 133 D M M L,F,S Y ---- N N N Y N Y

LIMITED USE AND FRUIT TREES (NOT APPROPRIATE IN ALL LOCATIONS)

TREES (continued)
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Comments:
1. Organic mulch recommended.

2. Many cultivars.

3. Some species may form dense thickets. 

4. Not cold hardy below 28°F.
5. Invasive species.

6. Mojave native.

7. Toxic (parts specified).

8. May be trained as a small tree.

9. Needs a protected site (north facing site 

or afternoon shade).

COMMON NAME

(f
e
e
t)

(f
e
e
t)

(s
q
. 
fe

e
t)

D
, 
E

, 
S

S
, 
M

, 
F

V
L
, 
L
, 
M

, 

H

L
, 
M

, 
H

Y
e
s

 o
r 

N
o

Y
e
s

 o
r 

N
o

Y
e
s

 o
r 

N
o

F
, 
P

, 
S

Glossy Abelia 5 5 20 E, S F M M N Y Y F, P 

Velvet-leaf Mallow, Superstition Mallow 4 4 13 E, S M L, M M N N N F, P

Berlandier Acacia, Guajillo 12 12 113 D M L, M H N N N F, P

Leatherleaf Acacia, Waxleaf A. 10 15 177 E S L M N N Y F

Knifeleaf Acacia, Knife Acacia 10 10 79 E M L M N N Y F, P 4

Creeping Acacia, Prostrate Acacia Å 3 10 79 E F VL H N N N F

Blackbrush Acacia 10 10 79 S S L H Y Y N P

Blue Hibiscus 6 6 28 E M L M N N N F

White Bursage, Burrobush Å 2 4 13 E F L H N N N F 6

Wooly Bursage Å 3 3 7 E M L H N N N F,P 6

Mexican Flame 4 4 13 D M L H N N Y F, P

Pink Desert Hibiscus, African Mallow 4 4 13 E F M L N Y Y F, P

Sand Sage Å 4 3 7 E M L H N N Y F 6

Big Sage Brush Å 4 3 7 E M L H N N Y F 6

Desert Milkweed Å 5 5 20 E S L H N Y Y F 6

Four-Wing Saltbush Å 5 8 50 S M M H N N N P 6

Shadscale Å 2 3 7 D F VL H Y N N F 6

Saltbush, Desert Holly Å 2 2 3 E S VL H N N N F 6

Quailbush, Big Saltbush Å 6 8 50 D M L H Y Y Y F 6

Brewer's Saltbush, Quail Bush Å 7 7 38 E M L H Y Y Y F 6

Desert Saltbush Å 6 6 28 D S M H N N N F 6

Desert Broom, Coyote Bush 6 7 38 E M L H N Y N F 3, 5, 6

Centennial Broom 3 5 20 E F L H N N N F

Thompson Broom 3 5 20 E M L H N N N F

Sweet Bush Å 3 3 7 S M L H N N N F 6

Fremont's Barberry Å 6 4 13 E S L H Y Y Y F,P 6

Japanese Barberry 4 4 13 D M M L Y Y  Y F, P 2

Butterfly Bush 8 6 28 D,S F L, M L N Y Y F, P

Wooly Butterfly Bush Å 5 5 20 E F L H N Y Y F, P

Utah Butterfly Bush Å 2 2 3 E M L H N N N F,P 6

Japanese Boxwood 4 4 13 E S L M N N Y F, P, S 1

Yellow Bird of Paradise 8 6 28 D, E F L H N N N F 2, 7 (seed pods)

Mexican Bird of Paradise Å 12 6 28 D, E F L H N N N F, P 2, 7 (seed pods)

Red Bird of Paradise 6 6 28 D, E F L H Y N N F 2, 7 (seed pods)

Baja Fairy Duster Å 5 6 28 E S,M L H N N N F, P

Pink Fairy Duster Å 3 3 7 E S,M L H N N N F, P

Bottlebrush, Lemon Bottlebrush 8 8 50 E M M M N Y N F 1, 8

Dwarf Bottlebrush 2 3 7 E S M M N N N F 1

Blue Mist Spirea 3 4 13 D M M L N Y N F, P

Fern Bush, Desert Sweet 5 5 20 S M L M N Y N F, P

Damianta Å 2 2 3 E S,M L M N N N F

Yellow Rabbit Brush, Green Rabbit Brush Å 3 3 7 D M L H N N N F

White Rockrose 3 5 20 E F L H N N N F

Purple Rock Rose, Orchid Rockrose 4 4 13 E F L H N N N F

Blackbrush   Å 5 5 20 S S L H N Y Y F

Little Leaf Cordia Å 6 8 50 E M M H N Y Y F

Pyrenees Cotoneaster 2 3 7 E M L, M M N N Y F, P

Gray-Leaf Cotoneaster 5 6 28 E M M M N Y Y F, P

Red Clusterberry 6 6 28 E M L, M M N Y Y F, P

Rockspray 3 6 28 E M L, M M N N N F, P

Japanese Sago Palm 5 6 28 E S L, M M Y Y N P, S

Silver Dalea Å 3 3 7 E F L H N N N F

Black Dalea Å 4 5 20 S M L H N Y Y F

Pink Indigo Bush Å 4 5 20 E M,F L H N Y Y F

Purple Hopseed Bush 10 6 28 E M L, M M N Y Y F

Golden Dewdrop, Sky Flower 15 10 79 S S M L, M N N Y F, P 7 (berries), 8

Silverberry 8 8 50 E F L, M M Y Y Y F, P

Ebbing's Silverberry 8 8 50 E F L, M M N Y Y F, P

Brittlebush Å 3 4 13 D M VL H N N N F 6

Virgin River Brittlebush Å 2 2 3 S M VL H N N N F 6

Nevada Jointfir, Nevada Mormon Tea Å 3 3 7 E M VL H N N N F 6

Mormon Tea Å 3 3 7 E S L H N N N F 6

Slender Fuchsia 3 3 7 E M L H N Y Y F,P

Pink Beauty Emu Bush 6 6 28 E F M H N Y Y F

Fire and Ice Emu Bush 3 6 28 E M L H N Y Y F

Spotted Emu Bush 6 6 28 E S L H N Y Y F,P
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BOTANICAL NAME

SHRUBS

Exposure: Full sun, Partial shade, Shade
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"Bulletproof":  Extremely drought tolerant, cold 

hardy, and pest and disease resistant once 

established. 

Height, Width, Coverage at mature growth.

Type: Deciduous, Evergreen, Semi-evergreen
Growth Rate: Slow, Medium, Fast

Water Use: Very Low, Low, Medium, High

Drought Tolerance: Low, Medium, High
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Abelia x grandiflora

Abutilon palmeri

Acacia berlandieri

Acacia craspedocarpa

Acacia cultriformis

Acacia redolens

Acacia rigidula

Alyogne huegelii

Ambrosia dumosa

Ambrosia eriocentra

Anisacanthus quadrifidus-wrightii ' Mexican 

Flame'

Anisodontea hypomandarum

Artemisia filifolia

Artemisia tridentata

Asclepias subulata

Atriplex canescens

Atriplex confertifolia 

Atriplex hymenelytra

Atriplex lentiformis

A. l. breweri

Atriplex polycarpa

Baccharis sarothroides

Baccharis x 'Centennial' (female hybrid)

Baccharis x 'Starn' (male hybrid)

Bebbia juncea

Berberis fremontii

Berberis thunbergii

Buddleja davidii

Buddleja marrubifolia

Buddleja utahensis

Buxus microphylla 'Japonica'

Caesalpinia gilliesii

Caesalpinia mexicana

Caesalpinia pulcherrima

Calliandra californica

Calliandra eriophylla

Callistemon citrinus

C. c. 'Nana'

Caryopteris x clandonensis ' Dark Knight'

Chamaebatiaria millefolium

Chrysactinia mexicana

Chrysothamnus viscidiflorus

Cistus hybridus

Cistus purpureus

Coleogyne ramosissima

Cordia parvifolia

Cotoneaster congestus

Cotoneaster glaucophyllus

Cotoneaster lacteus

Cotoneaster microphyllus

Cycas revoluta

Dalea bicolor 'argyraea'

Dalea frutescens

Dalea pulchra

Dodonaea viscosa

Duranta erecta 'Sweet Memory'

Elaeagnus pungens

Elaeagnus x ebbingei

Encelia farinosa

Encelia virginensis

Ephedra nevadensis

Ephedra viridis

Eremophila decipiens

Eremophila laanii 'Pink Beauty'

Eremophila glabra 'Murchinson River'

Eremophila maculata
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Comments:
1. Organic mulch recommended.

2. Many cultivars.

3. Some species may form dense thickets. 

4. Not cold hardy below 28°F.
5. Invasive species.

6. Mojave native.

7. Toxic (parts specified).

8. May be trained as a small tree.

9. Needs a protected site (north facing site 

or afternoon shade).
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BOTANICAL NAME

Exposure: Full sun, Partial shade, Shade
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"Bulletproof":  Extremely drought tolerant, cold 

hardy, and pest and disease resistant once 

established. 

Height, Width, Coverage at mature growth.

Type: Deciduous, Evergreen, Semi-evergreen
Growth Rate: Slow, Medium, Fast

Water Use: Very Low, Low, Medium, High

Drought Tolerance: Low, Medium, High
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